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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the claim is embodied in a carrier 
wave ("signals readable by a computer"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 9-16, 20, 21, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Poulose et al., Pub. No.: US 2004/0205529, hereinafter Poulose. 

3. With regard to claim 9, which teaches a method of generating a document 
through a graphic comprising the steps: reading dialog and control properties from a 
database, user interface constructing a dialog based on the dialog and control 
properties; displaying the dialog; Poulose teaches, in paragraph 10, reading the form 
dialog and associated properties from a database, and Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 
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8, 9, and 56, providing a display of the form with the dialog stored in a database. With 
regard to claim 9, which further teaches the user entering data into at least one control 
of the dialog to form control data; and Poulose teaches, in paragraph 41, the user 
setting properties for the individual components. With regard to claim 9, which further 
teaches inserting the control data into a document, based on a template, which has 
been associated to the dialog, at a position, marked by a bookmark, Poulose teaches, in 
paragraphs 39, 41, and 43, inserting components and component properties into the 
Preformatted area defined by the template. 

4. With regard to claim 10, which teaches the dialog is not stored as computer 
code, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 1, 28, and 25, allowing a user to design the form 
without using computer code. 

5. With regard to claim 1 1 , which teaches the step of entering data into a control 
comprises selecting data from a selection of data provided by the control to form control 
data, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 41, entering properties relative to the component. 

6. With regard to claim 12, which teaches the template contains bookmarks 
corresponding to one or more controls of the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 43, 
templates containing preformatted areas for data entry and customization. 

7. With regard to claim 13, which teaches a graphic user interface based document 
development system comprising: a graphic user interface based dialog designer 
configured to: enable a user to design a dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 8 and 
25, the designing of a document through the use of a graphical user interface, where no 
coding is required to produce a dialog. With regard to claim 13, which further teaches 
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enable a user to configure dialog and control properties, Poulose teaches, in 
paragraphs 8, 39, and 41 , allowing the user to configure the components and 
components properties. With regard to claim 13, which further teaches to enable a user 
to associate at least one template with the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 43, 
associating a template containing preformatted areas with the document. With regard 
to claim 13, which further teaches to save the dialog and control properties to a 
database, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 8, 39, and 41, selecting the component 
layout and associated properties and saving the data information to a database. 

8. With regard to claim 14, which teaches configured to enable a user to design a 
dialog without writing or compiling computer code, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 1 , 
28, and 25, allowing a user to design the form without using computer code. 

9. With regard to claim 15, which teaches further configured to enable a user to 
configure dialog and control properties without writing or compiling computer code, 
Poulose teaches, in paragraphs, 28, 25, and 41, enabling the user to configure 
properties of components. 

10. With regard to claim 16, which teaches further configured to enable a user to 
associate at least one template with the dialog without writing or compiling computer 
code, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 1, 28, 25, and 43, allowing a user to select a 
template for designing the form without using computer code. 

1 1 . With regard to claim 20, which teaches further comprising a publisher configured 
to make a dialog and associated template available for use to end-users to generate a 
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document, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 45 and 56 publishing the documents for 
deployment on the web. 

12. With regard to claim 21 , further comprising a document generator configured to: 
read dialog and control properties from the database; construct a dialog from the dialog 
and control properties; display the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 10, reading 
the form dialog and associated properties from a database, and Poulose teaches, in 
paragraphs 8, 9, and 56, providing a display of the form with the dialog stored in a 
database. With regard to claim 21 , further teaching to enable a user to enter 
information into or select information from controls contained in the dialog to form 
control data, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 41 , the user setting properties for the 
individual components. With regard to claim 21, further teaching command a native 
application to create a document based on the template associated to the dialog, 
Poulose teaches, in paragraph 2, currently forms are being generated in native 
application such as Microsoft Word and Excel. With regard to claim 21 , further teaching 
to insert the control data into the document at bookmark positions, where each 
bookmark corresponds to a control in the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 39, 
41, and 43, inserting components and component properties into the preformatted area 
defined by the template. 

13. With regard to claim 25, which teaches a program storage device or signals 
readable by a computer, tangibly embodying instructions executable by the computer to 
perform a method for enabling a user to generate a document through a graphic user 
interface, the method comprising: reading dialog and control properties from a 
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database, user interface constructing a dialog based on the dialog and control 
properties; displaying the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 10, reading the form 
dialog and associated properties from a database, and Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 
8, 9, and 56, providing a display of the form with the dialog stored in a database. With . 
regard to claim 25, which further teaches enabling the user to enter data into at least 
one control of the dialog to form control data; and Poulose teaches, in paragraph 41 , the 
user setting properties for the individual components. With regard to claim 25, which 
further teaches enabling the user to insert the control data into a document, based on a 
template which has been associated to the dialog, at a position marked by a bookmark, 
Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 39, 41, and 43, inserting components and component 
properties into the preformatted area defined by the template. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 1-8, 17-19, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Poulose et al., Pub. No.: US 2004/0205529, hereinafter Poulose and 
Bretti, Pub. No.: US 2003/0023626. 

16. With regard to claim 1 , which teaches a method of using a graphic user interface 
based document development system comprising the steps of: designing a dialog, 
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Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 8 and 25, the designing of a document through the use 
of a graphical user interface, where no coding is required to produce a dialog. With 
regard to claim 1 , which further teaches associating a template with the dialog, Poulose 
teaches, in paragraph 43, associating a template containing preformatted areas with the 
document. With regard to claim 1 , which further teaches saving dialog and control 
properties to a database, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 8, 39, and 41, selecting the 
component layout and associated properties and saving the data information to a 
database. 

Poulose, however, doesn't explicitly teach customizing the design of the 
template. Bretti teaches a system for creating custom forms through the use of a 
template (see paragraphs 12 and 13), similar to that of Poulose, but further teaches the 
customization of a user-selected template (see paragraph 13). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Poulose and Bretti 
before him at the time the invention was made to modify the graphical design system of 
Poulose to include the customization of templates as did Bretti. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because both teach systems for graphical 
programming in the designing of forms, and the customization of a template would give 
Poulose an added level of flexibility in designing custom forms. 

17. With regard to claim 2, which teaches the step of designing a dialog is performed 
by a user without writing or compiling computer code, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 
1, 28, and 25, allowing a user to design the form without using computer code. 
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18. With regard to claim 3, which teaches the step of associating a template with the 
dialog is performed by a user without writing or compiling computer code, Poulose 
teaches, in paragraphs 1 , 28, 25, and 43, allowing a user to select a template for 
designing the form without using computer code. 

19. With regard to claim 4, which teaches reading the dialog and control properties 
from the database, and displaying the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 8, 9, and 
56, providing a display of the form with the dialog stored in a database. 

20. With regard to claim 5, which teaches further comprising the steps of: entering 
data into at least one control of the dialog to form control data; and inserting the control 
data into a document based on the template at a position marked by a bookmark, 
Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 39, 41, and 43, entering properties for components 
where the components are in template specified positions. 

21. With regard to claim 6, which teaches the bookmark has the same name as the 
control, Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 48-50 and figures 2 and 3, the headings 
being named "heading", etc. 

22. With regard to claim 7, which teaches step of designing the template further 
reading the names of controls from the database, displaying the names as a list of 
bookmarks for user selection, displaying the template, and inserting at least one 
bookmark selected by a user into the template, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 39, 41 , 
and 43, inserting components and component properties into the preformatted area 
defined by the template. Bretti teaches, in paragraph 12, receiving the modifiable forms 
from a database. Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 12, 13, and 15 and in 
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paragraphs 48-50 and figures 2 and 3, providing the display of a template, providing 
names of components, that allows for selectable user customization. Bretti further 
teaches, in paragraphs 60-62, allowing for the user to add components to the template. 

23. With regard to claim 8, which teaches further comprising: inserting a bookmark 
name into the template at the position of each bookmark, and deleting each bookmark 
name from the template prior to saving the template, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 
39, 41, and 43, inserting components and component properties into the preformatted 
area defined by the template. Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 12, 13, and 15 and 
specifically in paragraphs 48-50 and figures 2 and 3, first inserting a generic template 
with generic names that are customized to personalized content before saving the 
custom template. 

24. With regard to claim 17, which teaches further comprising: a graphic user 
interface based template administrator configured to enable a user to design a template 
by adding at least one bookmark to the template where the bookmark corresponds to a 
control in the dialog, Poulose teaches, graphical design of a group of components in a 
form through the user of a template, but Poulose, however, doesn't explicitly teach 
customizing the design of the template. Bretti teaches a system for creating custom 
forms through the use of a template (see paragraphs 12 and 13), similar to that of 
Poulose, but further teaches the customization of a user-selected template (see 
paragraph 13). Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 12, 13, and 15 and in paragraphs 
48-50 and figures 2 and 3, providing the display of a template, providing names of 
components, that allows for selectable user customization. Bretti further teaches, in 
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paragraphs 60-62, allowing for the user to add components to the template. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Poulose 
and Bretti before him at the time the invention was made to modify the graphical design 
system of Poulose to include the customization of templates as did Bretti. One would 
have been motivated to make such a combination because both teach systems for 
graphical programming in the designing of forms, and the customization of a template 
would give Poulose an added level of flexibility in designing custom forms. 
25. With regard to claim 18, which teaches the graphic user interface based template 
administrator is further configured to: read control names contained in the dialog and a 
template name of the template associated to the dialog from a database, open the 
template in a native application, display a list of bookmarks corresponding to the control 
names; and enable the user to insert at least one bookmark into the template. Poulose 
teaches, in paragraphs 39, 41, and 43, inserting components and component properties 
into the preformatted area defined by the template. Poulose teaches, in paragraph 2, 
currently forms are being generated in native application such as Microsoft Word and 
Excel. Bretti teaches, in paragraph 12, receiving the modifiable forms from a database. 
Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 12, 13, and 15 and in paragraphs 48-50 and 
figures 2 and 3, providing the display of a template, providing names of components, 
that allows for selectable user customization. Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 60- 
62, allowing for the user to add components to the template. Bretti further teaches, in 
figure 2, the opening of the template in a native application (Microsoft Publisher). 
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26. With regard to claim 19, which teaches the graphic user interface based template 
administrator is further configured to: insert a bookmark name into the template at the 
position of each bookmark, and delete each bookmark name from the template prior to 
saving the template, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 39, 41, and 43, inserting 
components and component properties into the preformatted area defined by the 
template. Bretti further teaches, in paragraphs 12, 13, and 15 and specifically in 
paragraphs 48-50 and figures 2 and 3, first inserting a generic template with generic 
names that are customized to personalized content before saving the custom template. 

27. With regard to claim 22, which teaches a program storage device or signals 
readable by a computer, tangibly embodying instructions executable by the computer to 
perform a method of enabling a user to operate a graphic user interface based 
document development system, the method comprising: enabling the user to design a 
dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 8 and 25, the designing of a document through 
the use of a graphical user interface, where no coding is required to produce a dialog. 
With regard to claim 22, which further teaches : enabling the user to associate a 
template with the dialog, Poulose teaches, in paragraph 43, associating a template 
containing preformatted areas with the document. With regard to claim 22, which 
further teaches saving dialog and control properties to a database, Poulose teaches, in 
paragraphs 8, 39, and 41, selecting the component layout and associated properties 
and saving the data information to* a database. 

Poulose, however, doesn't explicitly teach customizing the design of the 
template. Bretti teaches a system for creating custom forms through the use of a 
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template (see paragraphs 1 2 and 1 3), similar to that of Poulose, but further teaches the 
customization of a user-selected template (see paragraph 13). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Poulose and Bretti 
before him at the time the invention was made to modify the graphical design system of 
Poulose to include the customization of templates as did Bretti. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because both teach systems for graphical 
programming in the designing of forms, and the customization of a template would give 
Poulose an added level of flexibility in designing custom forms. 

28. With regard to claim 23, which teaches further comprising enabling the user to 
design a dialog without writing or compiling computer code, Poulose teaches, in 
paragraphs 1 , 28, and 25, allowing a user to design the form without using computer 
code. 

29. With regard to claim 24, which teaches further comprising enabling the user to 
associate a template with the dialog without writing or compiling computer code, 
Poulose teaches, in paragraphs 1, 28, 25, and 43, allowing a user to select a template 
for designing the form without using computer code. 

Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .1 1 1(c) to consider these references fully when responding to this action. The 
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documents cited therein teach systems for the creation of documents through graphical 
programming. 

31 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4047. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

32. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

33. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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